0N THE EVENING o March 13 2009, Angustus Lewellen,

a wld-rnanmered 30-vear-old 1echnology entreprenenr,

carne home seven hours early from 2 basiness mp w

find his 24-yvear-old fancée gettng ready for 2 date with
a man she had et on o personals website, They had o
fghe, Lewellen swormed ant, and like thar, their frve—year
engagementwas over Afer moving back i vt hs e
om Chicago’s north side, L spent several months noes-
ing his wounds, discracting himself by roihing 15 howrs =

dav ar his consalting business. Bur lovelorn workaholics

need o take the edige ofl somehow, so when Lewellen

wsnl picking up woren—liks Zoe, the blonde, 1%9-vear

ald veterinary student whe bocame one of by fiest post

engagement fings—he turned woporn,

Sex [licks allted o wmperary sabve, bure he soen gew
tired of the silicon Darkic dolls typically foatured 1o con-

mereial offergs, 1 ke ey ladies thick,” he explaing with g

Livgds Adler pooeling “homemade porn,”™ he stombled on
PICTURES AT AN EXHIBITION stnbecom, a Aedeling nsergenerated erogea st Ealuring
The Internet s fueling an
explosion In DIY pomography. : i = 5
But how long can it last? lets, [ree sparits, wud mvbe o B kooks—some of whom,

wideos created by real people caibdtiondsts, wounld-he srar-
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it tened out, were also ladies ol veasouable “tdiackness” Afrer 2 couple
wiecks of wid viewing, though, Lewellens competitive natare gor the
Better o b, 1 realized chat some of mv own hamemade movies wene
better than st of whar [was seeing,” he says. And so, an a humid July
afternoon, 1 months alter heloft his fiancée, he lred up his lane maodel
Dell desktop and posred 2 3-tinute, 29 secomd clip fram a tape he and
e had lilined winecher. Reconding the st had been her iden, and
when he contacted her 1o ask ifhe could posta portion onling, she was
surprisingly enthusiastic,

It toale Leveellen Joss chan tas minutes oo che site toselecr the chan-
nel (he chase “straight™; and the three sub-categorios thar weuld tag
the viden (X Hahe has 33 such niches: he picked S mareun™ leens, and
“hardeors”). Te dashed oftf a provocatve, it fnatul. dide— Revenge
Sex: Fucking The Bosss Daughrer in 2 Cheap Motel'—along wirh 2
bract deseriprion, and agresd 1o the legal terms of use,

Then he chicked urmos s,

AMATEUR PORNOGRAPHERS have been docunenting their
sscapades sanee the daguerreotype, redoubling their efferls after
the Polaraic did waay with embareassing teips to the Fotemar, 1ot
the abvlity o paint-and-chck ones way 1o Guecione ville 1 an
innevation of Web 2400 which has tostered a profane perlect sturm
of interactivity, comvenience, anonvinty, and global reach. Tr gl
came together last summer, with the launch ol user-generated sites
like stubecom, pernetubecorn, shutunicom, ishounvsellcom,
ieelmysell com, and erashare. com fnot o mention upsrades mads 1o
oldersires like redclouds.com, verifisdvoyveurcom, and warcherseseb
oy, all of which make it shockingly easy o watch and distribuee
howserrown fuck ficks,

These new porna hubs are essentially M-rated verstons of Flickr
and YouTube, with appeahngly unambiguous clip s Tike 3
Pricnds fucking Greek Student” and "My G Jerking Me in a Train
Station.” And they are quickly creating a new genre of porn that is
af, by, and for the people. Ale Lincoln would be proud.

o eultural e ritie Mark Dery, anchor of 1 Pprotechis Tisanitarin:
Anievizon Culinee o the Hvink (Grove Pressd as well as the fortheon-
ing Prredfee L, which examines che trend, this Blossoming of 1Y
smut is nething less thau o Xoraced harmonic convergence of
rechnologieal momencum and sectal change—where Marss dream

of the proletanar seizing the means of production mects Andy
warhols hame maovies”

U, maybe, Or mayhe we're just 2 naton of hern dogs and che
Internet is the most efficient mechanism ever devised [or walching
strangers have sex, Like most amateur pornographers—and these are
trnillivns worldwade, accarding o Sergio Messing, an lkahan social
anthropologist who has been cataloging the amateur underbelly for
a4 deeade—Tlewellen doesnl see himself 2s an insurgent fghting the
goed lghe, He makes his awn poro e Ton,

EITHER WAY, WHAT this means in praceical rerms is that the
autraclive youn g professional sitling across from vou on the NPT
fy train, or illing m the next lane of craffic rocking oot to Ted Leo
anl the Pharmacists, mighe well be the same persen—albeil inore
[ully dressed—spravwled on a down comforter eon flagrants with

ledd My Fiest Threerome, (Nt

e taltoved partners moa clip series o
that vou laok at porn or anvehing)
Asmight be expected, these sites are thriving, Porna labe, which
launched last June, was originally conceived as o hub for commer-
cral producers looking toe market thar IWDs with free previews,

I REALIZED MY OWN
HOMEMADE MOVIES
WERE BETTER THAN
WHAT | WAS SEEING,
SAYS ONE HOBBYIST.

But things dicn® work vt as planned. “Before we lonew wrhar was

everl happemng, the amatears got ahold of i savs dircetor of mas
ket ng ferry Anders. “lt cwrns out chere are a lot more exhibition

1sts out there than we thoughe” Pornolube already canraing mare
than SO0 wideos an its svsrem, neacly 70 percent of which feacure
amateur paracipants, and its atrracring approximately 12 mallion

wllion regstered vsers—and iU still in the beta phase.

Wlosl of the sites make money from advertising and by generatingg
traffic for their alliliates, though some, such as Xliahe, also sell sex
s and offer preminm content channels Watunng longer-running
videos onapay per view hasis. Underthe XTube model, the company
splits pav-pei—view revenne with the contributor 00-40, allowing e
provider moset a price of up Lo 25 cenls per minute. RedClouds, 5
wore communicy based site founded in the 19905, was one of the
first online havens of true hardeors amarenr crotica. 1t drasws more
than a million members who pay $23 o vear tor che privilege of see-
ing vandorn people having sex (apparently the cover clirnge keeps out
the riffeafl The foao also cntitles wsers to access the sites 11 bullelin
boards, where members post photos, place cdlassified ads, and engage
in lengthy debates abeat “sorewing a wife in ot of her losband,”
“where v L Viagra onlme.” and other cqually lofoy matrers,

But paid sires are the exception: most suateur porn 15 avalable for
free And the genre's growing popularing is posing 4 signilicant [naneial
challenge e e comnmereial adule entotainmen indisors: swwhich has,
for decades nows, had o very lueratve wenopely 357 Wllion per vear,
b surne estimates—aon the sesual imagery we consue,



“In the mainstream parne business, tey love lost 20 percent of
their audicnoe o amarcur newsgroups, ferish sites, voveur sites, and

€

what T call vottags perne” ™ savs Messina, “Wiehe ralking abonr a
huge number i’ people here”

ONLINE HOMEGROWN PORN has a distiner business advantage:
ILs dir cheap o make and distribuce, Corporate porn, as its detrac
rors call it is sull hamsrong by production budgees, actor salaries,
marketing expenses, and packaging costs, not o mention union lahar
fees and inernational tanffs, By way of comparson, the 2005 Dageal
Plavgronnd T release Plrates, wlich was [ined oo replica of the
HMS Bowery and featured maore than 300 special effecrs (incloding
any arwny of COT shelerons who didnt even get Tad), cost more than a
millian dellars o produce, making it the muost expensive porn movie
over. By contrast, Lewellen spenr 375 an his fivst vides eftore—%434
tor the “theap motel” which hnlled in fow=howr incremencs, and
anwother $40 o buy his (Eroale lead lugerie from aswre called Cupids
Treasures. I other words, he splurgsd,

The type of porn Lewellen posted his tiest cime ont seems o be
gaiting an aesthetic edge as well, The poordy 1L, lo-ves, fumnbling sevle
af his videas fulfills the same desire for authenticivy thac has helped
reality TW clbow slicker programming off che prime-time schedule,
As mainsbeean sl has srown ever mors procesced and surgically
enthanced. the apperite for the homegrown stull has surged, True
amatenr pern—"tealcore,” as Maossina calls it—has its ovwn unmis-
takable visual appeal. Non-professonals are there because they want
Lo e, wirhour ary obvions eronomic incentive, And TY Llnmak-
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ers end ol to think about the produstion values tal mork even e
mast gonzn of commercial parn, such as lighring, che nse of maltiple
carnera angles, or the remerval of tube socks, Indeed, che background
modse i1 riven annaleur clip s soteimes s st lerestinge Eaure.
Orceasional glimpses of fimily phocos, Christmas rrees, haby ooy,

startled pars, nightstand reading, and dirry dishes rake om a kinky—it
sorrelimes creepy—allure,

Rarely, for instance, has o black leather Mies van der Rohe
Barceloma chair hean put o more strenuous nse chan in several
series by Thomas and Ehzabech, o W4l Saeet power couple who
live in a gentrilied four-bedroom: brownstone in Park Slope and
who, when not worrving abonr Darfur and global warming, pose
hardeore images of themselves on RedClouds under the game
“plinbrooklyn”

“1 qust like the ider of other couples fucking m our premres,”
cxplains Uhizabeth, a port asexual brunceete. She and Thornas, o call,
oned Swiss native who reads books about Wotld War [T for fun, look
mone like 2 pair yorid see inan advertisement for a bennigque vodka
brand than the tvpe of pold-chain-wearng swingers who used o
tracle DBetanax tapes inskin mags during the Reagan era, Owver the
conrrse of their relationship (they have been marricd for chree years)
the couple, both in thewr wad 305, have taken chousands of phiotos
and wideos of themselves, ranging fram relatively modest black and
white lingerie shors of Elizabeth—Themass “varly work™—un full-
ont harceore videos of the foursomes they host for thear adventurous
[riends, ofien accompanied by proscivtme di Parma and Sebastiani
Senoma merlor, Their work offers somaerching for fans of real ostate



