
FOR THE PEOPLE
i:,:::;**l."r{$i;,l1,,'-li"r*l":liul*l":r"j*i:irl.i*l"':r:t"i:'l;itl.i:*v.i:;.,lri.
j"iit'.ltt;'+l*t'';.i:ii!=ii-rl..jl'.l;:l'ii-l11l;il;'*i'fr.:ii.:*'*:.iiil':t*.."'#r.*L:"

?|"li'li::,il,ll":it;.ii:*j'i..iitllr.:l*iiii.i{-ri3{:l+}ii.E{::q'i.:,.'"}l.,l";[?;*,.::.l".i.Ii-}L}i"]1*j

ii.lili., i;:tlj:.i'iiij:ii',i I,i'-.",t:+,i.i:ii!+ HHH Fr+uttt*o*tuu*.IthE3$"{j* *:1'aJ li!f",:'ij.-$::?;i fi-.+iiqfid{',;;1.1.

tlH THE EVEHII{G ofMarch 13,2)l5,Augustus Lewellen,

a mild-mannered 3O-year-old technology entrepreneur,

came home seven hours early from a business trip to

find his 24-year-old fianc6e getting ready for a date with

a man she had met on a personals website. They had a

fight, Lewellen stormed out, and like that, their five-year

engagement was over. After moving back in with his mom

on Chicago's north side, he spent several months nurs-

ing his wounds, distracting himself by toiling 15 hours a

day at his consulting business. But lovelorn workaholics

need to take the edge off somehow, so when Lewellen

wasrjt picking up women-like Zoe,the blonde, |9-year-

old veterinary student who became one of his first post-

engagement flings-he turned to porn.

Sex flicks ofGred a temporary salve, but he soon grew

tired of the silicon Barbie dolls typically Gatured in com-

mercial ofGrings. "I like my ladies thick," he explains with a

laugh. After googling "homemade porn," he stumbled onto

xtube.com, a fledgling user-generated erotica site featuring

videos created by real people-exhibitionists, would-be star-

lets, free spirits, and maybe a Gw kooks---+ome of whom

Some names in this story haue been changed.
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it turned out, were also ladies of reasonable 'thickness." After a couple
weeks of avid viewing, though, Lewellen's competitive nature got the
better ofhim. "Irealtzedthat some ofmy own homemade movies were
better than most ofwhat I was seeing," he says. And so, on a hurnidJuly
afternoon, 16 months after he left his fianc6e,he fired up his late-model
Dell desktop and posted a S-minute, 29-second clip from a tape he and
Zoehad filmed together. Recording the tryst had been her idea, and
when he contacted her to ask ifhe could post a portion online, she was
surprisin gly enthusiastic.

It took Lewellen less than two minutes on the site to select the chan-
nel (he chose "straight") and the three sub-categories that would tag
the video (XTube has 33 such niches; he picked "amateLLr," "teens," and
"hardcore"). He dashed off a provocative, iffanciful, title-"Revenge
Sex: FuckingThe Boss's Daughter in a Cheap l!l61el"-xlong with a
briefdescription, and agreed to the legal terms ofuse.

Then he clicked upLoAD.

*iIATEUH f| lHHtIGHAPHEHS have been documenting their
escapades since the daguerreotype, redoubling their efforts after
the Polaroid did away with embarrassing trips to the Fotomat. But
the ability to point-and-click one's way to Guccione-ville is an
innovation ofWeb 2.0, which has fostered a profane perGct storm
of interactivity, convenience, anonymity, and global reach. It all
came together last summeq with the launch of user-generated sites
iike xtube.com, pornotube.com, shufuni.com, ishotmyself.com,
ifeelmyself com, and eroshare.com (not to mention upgrades made to
oider sites like redclouds.com, verifiedvoyeur.com, and watchersweb
.com), all ofwhich make it shockingly easy to watch and distribute
homegrown fuck flicks.

These new porno hubs are essentially X-rated versions of Flickr
and YouTube, with appealingly unambiguous clip titles like "3
Friends fucking Greek Student" and "My GFJerking Me in a Train
Station." And they are quickly creating a new genre of porn that is
of, by, and for the people. Abe Lincoln would be proud.

To cultural critic MarkDery, arthor of The Pyrotechniclnsanitarium:
American Culture on the Brink (Grove Press) as well as the forthcom-
rngParadise Lust,which examines the trend, this blossoming ofDIY
smut is nothing less than "an X-rated harmonic convergence of
technological momentum and social change-where Marx's dream
of the proletariat seizing the means of production meets Andy
Warholt home movies."

Uh, maybe. Or maybe we're just a nation of horn dogs and the
Internet is the most efficient mechanism ever devised for watching
strangers have sex. Like most arntteur pornographers-and there are
millions worldwide, according to Sergio Messina, an Italian social
anthropologist who has been cataloging the amateur underbelty for
a decade-Lewellen doesnt see himself as an insurgent fighting the
good fight. He makes his own porn for fun.

EITHEH WAY, WHAT this means in practical terms is that the
attractive young professional sitting across from you on the uptown
6 tratn, or idling in the next lane of traffic rocking out to Ted Leo
and the Pharmacists, might well be the same person-albeit more
fully dressed-sprawled on a down comforter en flagrante with
two tattooed partners in a clip series called AIy First Threesome. (Not
that you look at porn or anything)

As might be expected, these sites are thriving. PornoTube, which
launched lastJune, was originally conceived as a hub for commer-
cial producers looking to market their DVDs with free previews.

''I REAIIZ=D MYOV/N
HOMEN/ADE N/OVI ES
V/ERE B=TTER THAN
WHAT IV/AS SEEING,''
SAYS ONE HOBBYIST.

But things didnt work out as planned. "Before we knew what was
even happening, the amateurs got ahold of it," says director ofmar-
ketingJerry Anders. "It turns out there are a lot more exhibition-
ists out there than we thought." PornoTube already contains more
than 80,000 videos on its system, nearly 70 percent ofwhich feature
amateur participants, and it's attracting approximately 1.2 million
visitors a day.Its fiercest rival, XTube, boasts 100,000 videos a;nd2.4
million registered users-and it's still in the beta phase.

Most of the sites make money from advertising and by generating
traffic for their affiliates, though some, such as XTube, also sell sex
toys and ofGr premium content channels Gaturing longer-running
videos on a pay-per-view basis. tJnder the XTub e mo del, the company
splits pay-per-view revenue with the contributor 60-40,al1owing the
provider to set a price of up to 25 cents per minute. RedClouds, a
more community-based site founded in the 1990s, was one of the
first online havens of true hardcore amateur erotica. It draws more
than a million members who pay $25 a year for the privilege of see-
ing random people having sex (apparently the cover charge keeps out
the riffraffl. The Ge also entitles users to access the site's 11 bulletin
boards, where members post photos, place classified ads, and engage
in lengthy debates about "screwing a wife in front of her husband,"
"where to find Viagra oniine," attd other equally lofty matters.

But paid sites are the exception; most amateur porn is available for
free. And the genre's growing popularity is posing a significant financial
challenge to the commercial adult entertainment industry which has,
for decades now, had a very lucrative monopoly-$57 billion per year,
by some estimates-on the sexual imagery we consume.



"In the mainstream porno business, they have lost 20 percent of
their audience to amateur newsgroups, Gtish sites, voyeur sites, and

what I call 'cottage porno,"' says Messina. "'W-e're talking about a
huge number ofpeople here."

IHLIHE HtlFlEGHtlWH PtlFlt l  has a dist inct business advantage:
It's dirt cheap to make and distribute. Corporate porn, as its detrac-

tors call it, is still hamstrung by production budgets, actor salaries,
marketing expenses, and packaging costs, not to mention union labor

fees and international tariffs. By way of comparison, the 2005 Digital
Playground DVD release Pirates, which was filmed on a replica ofthe
HMS Bountry and featured more than 300 special effects (including

an affny of CGI skeletons who didnt even get laid), cost more than a
million dollars to produce, making it the most expensive porn movie

ever. By contrast, Lewellen spent $78 on his first video effort-$38

for the "cheap motel," which billed in four-hour increments, and

another $40 to buy his female lead lingerie from a store called Cupid's
fieasures. In other words, he spiurged.

The type of porn Lewellen posted his first time out seems to be

gaining an aesthetic edge as well. The poorly lit,lo-res, fumbling style

of his videos fulfills the same desire for authenticity that has helped

reality TV eibow slicker programming off the prime-time schedule.

As mainstream smut has grown ever more processed and surgically

enhanced, the appetite for the homegrown stuff has surged. Tfue

amateur porn-"realcore," as Messina calls it-has its own unmis-

takable visual appeal. Non-professionals are there because they want

to be, without any obvious economic incentive. And DIY filmmak-

ers tend not to think about the production values that mark even the
most gonzo ofcommercial porn, such as lighting, the use ofmultiple

camera angles, or the removal oftube socks. Indeed, the background

noise in a given amateur clip is sometimes its most interesting feature.

Occasional glimpses of family photos, Christmas trees, baby toys,

startled pets, nightstand reading, and dirty dishes take on a kinky-if

sometimes creepy-allure.
Rarely, for instance, has a black leather Mies van der Rohe

Barcelona chair been put to more strenuous use than in several

series by Thomas and Elizabeth, a'Wall Street power couple who

live in a gentrified four-bedroom brownstone in Park Slope and

who, when not worrying about Darfur and global warming, post

hardcore images of themselves on RedClouds under the name
'iplinbrooklyn."

"I just like the idea of other couples fucking to our pictures,"

explains Elizabeth, a pert bisexual brunette. She and Thomas, a tall,

toned Swiss native who reads books aboutWorld-War II forfun,look

more like a pair you'd see in an advertisement for a boutique vodka

brand than the type of gold-chain-wearing swingers who used to

trade Betamax tapes in skin mags during the Reagan era. Over the

course oftheir relationship (they have been married for three years)

the couple, both in their mid-3Os, have taken thousands of photos

and videos of themselves, ranging from relatively modest black and

white lingerie shots ofEhzabeth-Thomas's "ea{y u761|q"-6e ful|-

on hardcore videos ofthe foursomes they host for their adventurous

friends, often accompanied by prosciutto di Parma and Sebastiani

Sonoma merlot. Their work offers somethinq for fans of real estate


